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Leadership Forum Fosters Economic Innovation 

& Builds New Partners In Fight Against Rural Poverty
Alaska’s Congressional Delegation Co-Hosts Event with International Bank Experts

ANCHORAGE- Innovation and new ideas will take center stage at a two-day forum in Anchorage, Alaska later this month that will bring together business leaders, elected officials, international development experts and indigenous leaders from around the world to discuss new approaches to fighting rural poverty.

The Leadership Forum, which will take place at the Hotel Captain Cook on June 28 and 29, is the first event of its kind in North America that will bring together such a diverse group to focus on building knowledge-based economies. 

“We are increasingly living in a ‘knowledge economy,’ in which money is just another commodity and knowledge and learning are supreme,” said James Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank Group, which is participating in the Forum. “Having knowledge and knowing what to do with it matters most.”

A goal of the forum is to share innovative ideas and increase private sector opportunities to create economic growth and generate jobs for Alaska Native peoples. Indigenous people from Greenland, the Philippines, Peru, Hawaii and other American Indian tribes are expected to attend via videoconference and in person.

Other participants include representatives from the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank and Asian Development Bank. The event is being co-sponsored by the Denali Commission, Harvard University’s Center for International Development and the Alaska Federation of Natives.

“This is totally new for us to be doing anything in the United States since nearly all of our work is in developing countries,” said Dennis Whittle, the CEO of GlobalGiving and a former World Bank staffer who created the highly successful Development Marketplace competition. 

Whittle agreed to attend the Forum after the Denali Commission recently agreed to invest $275,000 to launch an innovation marketplace in the state later this year. The marketplace is a new Alaska effort aimed at combating some of the worst poverty statistics in the western hemisphere that plague its rural communities.

Forum participants will address issues including differing cultural approaches to sustainable development and preserving indigenous cultural and intellectual knowledge with an eye toward how these approaches can enhance one another. 

In addition, business leaders and heads of multi-national specialty institutions will explore how they can best partner with indigenous people to support knowledge creation and invest in rural economies. Alaska’s Native corporations and its CDQ  Program will be showcased as examples of successful rural economic development models for others to learn from. 

The Alaska hosts for this event include U.S. Senate President Pro Tempore Ted Stevens, U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Congressman Don Young and Alaska Gov. Frank Murkowski. 

Event underwriters include Sealaska Corporation, Bristol Bay Native Corporation and Doyon, Limited. Major supporters include The Boeing Company, Alaska USA Federal Credit Union and Northland Services, Inc.

Further information on the Leadership Forum can be found by visiting http://www.afnevents.org/leadershipforum. For press passes, please contact Erika Davila at 415-464-9211 to be added to the list.
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